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CSI SW Region is kicking off this year with a conference in Tucson, August 6-8.  
Most chapters have their monthly programs planned out already.  We can be a resource for each other.  Just go to the SW Region website, http://www.csiwse.org/csi/18000, scroll to the bottom and find the links to the chapter websites.  Look through what they are doing. You might be traveling to their area soon and with a bit of coordination, you could attend their program and learn something new. You can also 'invite' your key customers in their city to attend a program of interest.  Tap into your CSI resources!

MasterFormat™ 2004 Edition can begin in earnest now that the numbers and titles from the standard have been posted at

www.csinet.org/masterformat.   The first week it was available, there

were more than 100,000 downloads from the website.   WOW!  

"This will be the first time major stakeholders-organizations like Sweets, McGraw-Hill, ARCOM and BSD-will see all the numbers and titles," MasterFormat Expansion Task Team Chair Dennis Hall, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA, said. "These are people who need to do something in order for the rest of us to do something."

Hall has helped San Francisco's Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) convert all of their master specifications to MasterFormat 2004 Edition.  

Hall said conversion will not be difficult for practitioners, although the new numbering system, which can go to eight digits in some cases, will look odd at the beginning. "It looks a little funny at first, but once you understand the logic, you know that's just the next level down, and it's OK," he said.

We are suggesting that the SW Region set January, 2006 as the conversion date for our area.  By agreeing to a date, we can coordinate the smooth transition. Please give feedback on this idea to lee.h.orosco@intel.com. Will it work for your company? __________________________________________________________
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